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FOREWORD  

Welcome to Oslo and to the 2015 
Environmental Emergencies Forum! 

The Forum aims to promote partnership and 
international cooperation. It is an opportunity 
to realise our vision of a world where countries 
are better prepared, more resilient, and able to 
effectively respond to environmental 

emergencies.  
The 2015 Forum comes at a time when global 

risks are intensifying - the number of people affected by humanitarian 
crises has doubled in the past decade. At the same time, 
intergovernmental agreements negotiated this year on disaster risk 
reduction, sustainable development, and climate change offer an 
opportunity to tackle these risks. In 2016, the World Humanitarian 
Summit will explore how humanitarian needs can be tackled in a fast-
changing world.  

The 2015 Forum seeks to contribute to these global policy discussions. 
This Forum will explore the nexus of environmental risk, humanitarian 
crisis and climate change, identifying ways to better prepare for and 
respond to environmental emergencies. 

We are honored to have the participation of distinguished experts and 
speakers. The format of the Forum is designed to provide networking 
opportunities, enhance sharing of knowledge and to motivate 
commitment to help us realise our vision. Your active participation will 
help us achieve these goals.  

I hope the 2015 Forum will meet your expectations and be an inspiring 
and memorable event for all of us.  

A warm welcome, 

Wendy Cue 

Chief, Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit (JEU) 
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United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) 
Executive Director Achim Steiner 

 
“This Forum is uniquely positioned to influence global agendas” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Under Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and 
 Emergency Relief Coordinator Stephen O'Brien 

 
"Environmental considerations have never been so critical for 

humanitarian actors given the range and scale  

of emergencies occurring today"
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2015 EEF - AGENDA  

MONDAY 1 JUNE 2015  
 

12:00 Registration and Lunch 
 

13:00 Opening Session 
 Welcome by the Norwegian government and the organising UN 

agencies.  

 Ministry  of Foreign Affairs, Norway 
 Statements by UNEP and OCHA 

 

 Keynote speech  
 Jan Egeland, Secretary-General of the Norwegian 

Refugee Council.  
 

A performance-presentation by Rama Mani  
 

Chief of Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit Wendy Cue will 
highlight recent achievements and SAGEE Chair Orjan Karlsson 
will outline expectations and outcomes of the EEF. 
 

14:00 Making it work  
A set of actors determined to find a solution to an 
environmental threat jointly identify the technical solution, 
capacities and funding necessary to eliminate risk in 
Madagascar. (in French with English translation) 

 Wendy Cue, JEU 
 Olivier Mahafaly Solonadrasana, Minister of Interior 

and Decentralisation of Madagascar 
 Jean-Louis de Brouwer, Humanitarian Aid and Civil 

Protection Operations,  ECHO 
 Patrick Appert, Sherritt International / Ambatovy 

 
14:45  Refreshments   
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15:15 Managing risk and reducing vulnerabilities to environmental 
emergencies  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17:00 

How to move from a reactive humanitarian response to an 
integrated risk management system.  

 Nick Harvey, World Humanitarian Summit Secretariat 
 Alexandra Rueth, German Red Cross 
 Hugh MacLeman, OECD 
 Pascal Peduzzi, GRID-Geneva, UNEP 
 Birgitta Liljedahl, FOI  
 Andrew Thow, OCHA 
 Larry Maramis, ASEAN  

 
Transport to Oslo Military Society Assembly Hall 

 
18:00 
 
 
 
 

 
Green Star Awards ceremony  
Recognizing individuals, organizations, governments and 
companies that demonstrate remarkable achievements in 
raising awareness, building capacity, and effectively responding 
to such crises. 
 

19:00 
 
 

Reception hosted by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs 
 
Scenic walk by the sea (optional) 
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TUESDAY 2 JUNE 2015 
 

8:30 Leading by example – how the environment contributes to 
better humanitarian action  
An overview of progress and challenges made by 
humanitarians over the past decade.  

 Anita Van Breda, WWF 
 Achala Navaratne, American Red Cross  
 Patrick Fox, Swedish Red Cross 
 Claudine Joseph, OCHA  
 Urs Bloesch, SDC Switzerland 

  

10:00 Refreshments 
  

10:30 The High North  
A visual and inter-active presentation on the impact of climate 
change on the high north and Arctic regions  

 Jan-Gunnar Winther, Norwegian Polar Institute 
  

12:00 Lunch break  
  

13:30  
 
 
 
 
   

Evidence from the field: response and preparedness actions 
that work  
Round-robin sessions to demonstrate environmental 
emergency preparedness and response interventions with a 
proven positive impact. Participants can choose to attend two 
out of three sessions. 
 

What's Left Behind: Examining Disaster Waste and Debris 
 Anna Nordlander, Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency 
 Martin Bjerregaard, Disaster Waste Recovery 
 Wim Zwijnenburg, PAX  
 Aneaka Kellay,  Toxic Remnants of War Project 
 Svetlana Jumaeva, CCCDR Tajikistan 
 Firdavs Faizulloev, UNDP Takistan 

 
 



 7 

Rewinding from Response  to Preparedness -  
Chemical Accidents Avoided 

 Peter Kearns, OECD 
 Franziska Ilg-Hirsch, UNECE TEIA 
 Valeri Bagiyan, MTA&ES Armenia 
 Irakli Saneblidze, MIA Georgia 
 Tim Gablehouse, CEPP  
 Christelle Gaëlle Goumpo, MINADT/DPC Cameroon 
 Deendradev Singh Towakel,  Mauritius 

 

When Speed is of the Essence -  
Responding to Oil Spills and the Lessons for Preparedness 

 Joseph Attwood, NRC 
 Birgitta Liljedahl, FOI   
 Amir Hosain Chowdhury, MEF, Bangladesh 
 Alamgir Hossain, UNDP Bangladesh  
 Gilbert Le Lann, CEDRE  
 Leanne Minshull, Greenpeace  

 

16:00 
 

Refreshments  
 

16:15 
 

World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction: What Next? 
Preparedness for Response  

Opportunities and challenges in strengthening capacities in 
preparedness for response in the Sendai Framework for DRR.  

 Mette Wilkie, UNEP 
 John Harding, UNISDR  
 María de Lourdes Ydirín Alonso, CENAPRED Mexico 
 Stewart Maginnis, IUCN 
 Elizabeth Ridley, CDEMA 

 

17:45 
 

Visit to the Olympic Ski Jump  
 

19:00 
 

Dinner hosted by Norwegian government at the hotel  
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20:30 Evening Programme / Ignite Stage 
 10 Lessons from Fukushima (CWS Japan) 
 The Environmental Emergencies Centre Live! (JEU) 
 Revised  APELL handbook (UNEP DTIE) 
 Syria study (Toxic Remnants of War) 
 Bangladesh oil spill clean up   

 
 

WEDNESDAY 3 JUNE 2015 
 

8:30 Lessons from environmental peacebuilding for 
humanitarians  
Environmental and resource management considerations the 
humanitarian community needs to be aware of at the onset of 
a crisis to contribute to recovery and peacebuilding.  

 Braulio de Souza Días, Convention on Bio-Diversity 
 Oli Brown, UNEP 
 Bishnu Raj Upreti, University of Kathmandu, Nepal 
 Carl Bruch, Environmental Law Institute  

  

10:00 Refreshments 
  

10:30 How preventing and preparing for environmental 
emergencies is better business  
Businesses can contribute to preparedness where corporate 
resources and technical capacity have immense potential and 
wide-ranging benefits.  

 Rashid Khalikov, OCHA 
 Anton Rhodes, Oil Spill Response Limited 
 Andrew Simms, Global Witness 

 

12:00 
 

Observations from the front lines of climate change and 
other disasters 

 George Kourounis, Stormchaser 
 

12:30  Lunch (and closing) 
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CHAIR  

ORJAN KARLSSON 
Head of Department of International Relations, Norwegian Directorate 
for Civil Protection and Emergency Planning 
 

Ørjan N. Karlsson is head of the international 
relations department at the Norwegian 
Directorate for Civil Protection.  
 
He is also the Chair of the Strategic Advisory 
Group on Environmental Emergencies (SAGEE), 
and among other things an Advisory Board 
Member of Crisis Response Journal.  
 

He holds a Master in Sociology from the University of Oslo and has 
experience from the Norwegian armed forces as an officer, including 
international missions.  
 
Ørjan is also an EU Civil Protection Mechanism expert, and was sent as 
a team leader for the EU CivPro deployment after hurricane Haiyan 
struck the Philippines in 2013.  
 
He is also a published Norwegian crime/thriller author with 8 novels so 
far to his name.  
orjan@orjankarlsson.no  
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SPEAKERS  
 

JAN EGELAND  

Secretary General, Norwegian Refugee Council  

Jan Egeland is Secretary General 
of the Norwegian Refugee 
Council, Norway’s largest 
humanitarian NGO with more 
than 4000 employees. He is 
responsible for the 
organization’s activities in more 
than 20 countries. 

As Secretary General of NRC, Jan 
Egeland is a courageous 
spokesperson for the displaced 
people in the world. Through his 
career, Jan Egeland has built 

experience and expertise that make him uniquely qualified to lead 
the organization towards its vision of ’Rights Respected and People 
Protected’.  

Jan Egeland took up his post as Secretary General in NRC in August 
2013. He came from the position as Europe Director of Human 
Rights Watch. Prior to joining Human Rights Watch, he was the 
executive director of the Norwegian Institute of International 
Affairs.  

As UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and 
Emergency Relief Coordinator from 2003 to 2006, Jan Egeland 
helped reform the global humanitarian response system and 
organized the international response to the Asian Tsunami, and 
crises from Darfur to the Democratic Republic of Congo and to 
Lebanon. From 1999 to 2002, he was the UN Secretary-General’s 
Special Adviser on Colombia, and from 1990 to 1997 he was State 
Secretary in the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  
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ACHIM STEINER 

UNEP Executive Director and Under-Secretary-General of the United 
Nations 

The United Nations General 
Assembly in 2006 unanimously 
elected Mr. Achim Steiner as 
Executive Director of the United 
Nations Environment Programme 
for a four-year term, and 
subsequently for a further four 
years in 2010.  Following the 
decision of the 68th General 
Assembly of United Nations, Mr. 
Steiner’s mandate has been 
extended for two years up to June 
2016.  

From March 2009 to May 2011, he was also Director-General of the 
United Nations Office at Nairobi (UNON). Before joining UNEP, Mr. 
Steiner served as Director General of the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN) from 2001 to 2006, and prior to that as 
Secretary General of the World Commission on Dams. His professional 
career has included assignments with governmental, non-governmental 
and international organizations in different parts of the world including 
India, Pakistan, Germany, Zimbabwe, USA, Vietnam, South Africa, 
Switzerland and Kenya. He worked both at grassroots level as well as at 
the highest levels of international policy-making to address the 
interface between environmental sustainability, social equity and 
economic development.  
Mr. Steiner, a German and Brazilian national, was born in Brazil in 1961. 
His educational background includes a BA from the University of Oxford 
as well as an MA from the University of London with specialization in 
development economics and policy.  He also studied at the German 
Development Institute in Berlin as well as the Harvard Business School. 
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STEPHEN O’BRIEN  

Under Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief 
Coordinator 

Stephen O’Brien is the Under Secretary-
General for Humanitarian Affairs, OCHA 
and Emergency Relief Coordinator 
(USG/ERC). He assumed office on 1 June 
2015 following his appointment by the 
UN Secretary-General. 

A member of the United Kingdom 
Parliament, notable among Mr. O’Brien’s 
posts are his time as Parliamentary 
Under-Secretary of State for 
International Development between 
2010 and 2012, and his founding and 
chairing of the All Party Parliamentary 
Group on Malaria & Neglected Tropical 
Diseases, since 2004. 

He served as the United Kingdom Prime Minister’s Envoy and Special 
Representative for the Sahel since 2012, chaired the Malaria 
Consortium NGO between 2006 and 2010, and is Director-Trustee of 
the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine. In addition to his political 
and non-governmental roles, Mr. O’Brien has also served as a Senior 
Executive at global industrial manufacturer, Redland. 

Recently he won the 2014 Champions Action Award for his leadership 
in mobilizing the campaigns against malaria and neglected tropical 
diseases, having undertaken multiple pro bono civil society 
engagements, notably as Global Advocate for the United Nations/WHO 
“Roll Back Malaria Partnership,” and Patron of Malaria No More UK. 

Mr. O’Brien, a qualified and formerly practicing solicitor, holds a degree 
in Law from Cambridge University.  
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BØRGE BRENDE 

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Government of Norway  

Børge Brende is a Norwegian politician 
from the Conservative Party and has 
been the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
since 16 October 2013. He served as 
Minister of the Environment 2001–
2004 and as Minister of Trade and 
Industry 2004–2005, and as a member 
of the Storting 1997–2009. 

Brende served as Chairman of the UN 
Commission on Sustainable 
Development 2003-2004. In 2005, he 
took up the appointment of 
International Vice Chairman of the 
China Council for the International 

Cooperation on Environment and Development (advisory board to the 
State Council). 

In January 2008, Brende joined the World Economic Forum as 
Managing Director, particularly in charge of relations with governments 
and civil society. In 2009, Børge Brende joined the Norwegian Red Cross 
as Secretary General. He re-joined the World Economic Forum in 2011 
as Managing Director with responsibility for policy initiatives and 
engagement of the Forum's non-business constituents. 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs is responsible for Norwegian foreign 
policy, the promotion of Norway’s interests internationally and the 
work of the Foreign Service, which includes more than 100 embassies, 
permanent missions and delegations, and consulates general. 
utenriksminister@mfa.no 
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HANS J. RØSJORDE 

State Secretary, Government of Norway  

Hans Johan Røsjorde is State Secretary 
at the Ministry of Justice and Public 
Security. 

Hans J. Røsjorde is a Norwegian 
politician for the Progress Party. A 
former member of parliament 
specializing in defense matters, 
Røsjorde has resigned from active 
politics and served as County Governor 
of Oslo and Akershus from 2001 to 
2011. 

He has both a civilian and a military 
education. In 1970 he graduated from the University of Oslo having 
majored in marine biology. He then worked as a lector from 1970 
through 1987. From 1970 to 1972 at Breidablikk School in 
Sandefjord, Vestfold, and from 1972 to 1987 at Stord Upper 
Secondary School in Hordaland where he also was school counselor.  

In 1982 he attained to the rank of captain. He has been a member 
of the NATO Parliamentary Assembly (1989–2001) and in 
conjunction with this has held miscellaneous NATO positions. 
Between 1974 and 1990 he was local commander of the Norwegian 
Home Guard for Stord. Between 2002 and 2006 he served as 
president of the Norwegian Reserve Officers' Association. 
hans.rosjorde@jd.dep.no 
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MODERATOR  

RAMA MANI 

Peacebuilder and Poet-Performer, 
Rama Mani weaves artistry into 
her public appearances to address 
burning global issues. She 
electrifies diverse audiences 
around the world, and inspires 
them to become active 
participants in reshaping our 
shared future. Rama’s 
performances raise funds for her 
philanthropic activities to 
promote peace and justice in the 
Middle East, Asia and Africa. 

 

Rama has 25 years experience in international peace and security. 
Rama is a Councilor of the World Future Council, and a Senior Research 
Associate at the University of Oxford’s Centre for International Studies. 
She was earlier the Executive Director of the International Centre for 
Ethnic Studies (Sri Lanka). She was the Africa Strategy Manager and 
conflict advisor for Oxfam GB. She was the Director of the Global Peace 
and Security Course at the Geneva Centre for Security Policy, and the 
Senior External Relations Officer of the Commission on Global 
Governance. Rama is a Co-Founder of ‘Rising Women, Rising World’.  

 

Since 1992, Rama has partnered with and advised United Nations 
agencies. She serves on several boards including the Advisory Board of 
NATO Defence College, and the Board of UNESCO-CISH International 
Centre for Human Sciences (Lebanon). In 2013, Rama received the 
Peter Becker Peace Prize in Germany for the combined impact of her 
scholarship and peace activism.  
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PANELLIST BIOS 
MAKING IT WORK 

 

Wendy Cue (Moderator)  
Chief of Section, Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit  
Wendy has more than 15 years of international and 
UN experience. She was appointed Chief of the 
Joint OCHA/UNEP Environment Unit (JEU) in July 
2012. cue@un.org 

 
Jean-Louis de Brouwer 
Director Humanitarian and Civil Protection Operations, 
European Commission 
Jean Louis is the Acting Deputy Director-General and 
Director for “Migration and frontiers” at the Direction-
General “Justice, freedom and security”, European 
Commission.  jean-louis.de-brouwer@ec.europa.eu  

 

Minister Olivier  Mahafaly Solonadrasana 
Minister of Home Affairs and Decentralization, 
Government of Madagascar   
Before being appointed as a Minister of Home Affairs 
and Decentralization, Mr. Solonadrasana was a 
member of the High Constitutional Court and a Chief 
of District in Nosy Be district. mahafalyolivier@yahoo.fr  

 
Patrick Appert 
Business Development and Completion Manager, 
Ambatovy 
Patrick has a management or consulting role in various 
functions on chemical manufacturing sites (Operations, 
Process, HS, IT projects, Benchmarking/Strategy). 
patrick.Appert@ambatovy.mg  
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 MANAGING RISK AND REDUCING VULNERABILITIES TO 
ENVIRONMENTAL EMERGENCIES 

Nick Harvey (Moderator) 
Thematic coordinator, World Humanitarian Summit 
Secretariat (WHS) 
Before joining the WHS Secretariat, Nick was Head of the 
Humanitarian and Disaster Resilience Policy Team in the 
Department for International Development of the UK 
Government. harvey@un.org 

 

Alexandra Rueth 
Coordinator, German Red Cross 
Experienced in international cooperation in Ecuador, 
Afghanistan and Cuba, Alexandra has been working in 
relief, rehabilitation and long-term rural development 
projects. ruetha@drk.de 

 

Hugh MacLeman 
Policy Advisor, OECD 
As Risk & Resilience Policy Advisor with the OECD, Hugh 
supports OECD donors to translate political 
commitments to risk and resilience into more effective 
programming on the ground. hugh.macleman@oecd.org 
 

Pascal Peduzzi  
Director, GRID-Geneva, UNEP 
Pascal is the director of GRID-Geneva at the United 
Nations Environment Programme. He is one of UNEP’s 
representatives at the Partnership for Environment and 
Disaster Risk Reduction. pascal.peduzzi@unep.org 

 

Birgitta Liljedahl  
Senior Analyst, FOI (Swedish Defense Research Agency)  
Birgitta is a senior analyst at FOI, with experience in 
environmental and health hazards in conflict and crises. 
She is Project Leader for FOI support to The Swedish 
Armed Forces. liljedahl.birgitta@gmail.com 
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Andrew Thow  
Information Management Officer, OCHA 
Andrew works on risk information in the Information 
Services Branch of OCHA. He previously worked in 
humanitarian policy and was managing editor of recent 
OCHA flagship publications, “Saving Lives Today and 
Tomorrow”, “Humanitarianism in the Network Age” 
and “World Humanitarian Data and Trends”. 
thow.andy@gmail.com 

 
Larry Maramis 
Director, ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community Department 
Larry is the Director for Cross-Sectoral Cooperation at 
the Association of South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
Secretariat responsible for promoting cross-sectoral 
coordination and analyzing cross-cutting issues 
affecting ASEAN policy formulation and operational 
activities. larry.maramis@asean.org 
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 LEADING BY EXAMPLE - HOW THE ENVIRONMENT 
CONTRIBUTES TO BETTER HUMANITARIAN ACTION 

 

Anita Van Breda 
Director, Humanitarian Partnerships, WWF 
Anita leads WWF’s work supporting environmentally 
sustainable considerations in disaster recovery, 
reconstruction and risk reduction efforts. 
anita.vanbreda@wwfus.org 

 

Achala Navaratne (Moderator)  
Deputy Country Representative, American Red Cross 
Achala is the Deputy Country Representative in charge 
of Programs at American Red Cross in Haiti, managing 
and supervising a wide range of integrated urban 
development programs. achala.navaratne@redcross.org 

 

Patrick Fox  

Senior Advisor Resilience, Swedish Red Cross 
Patrick has 20 years of field experience working in 
various disasters globally and is qualified in food 
security, Water & sanitation, Community Resilience, 
Climate Change Adaptation, DRR. patrick.fox@redcross.se  

 

Claudine Joseph  
Emergency Preparedness and Response Officer, OCHA  
As an Emergency Preparedness and Response Officer, 
Claudine ensures the role of Liaison with the Haitian 
Government counterparts regarding Preparedness and 
Risk Reduction. joseph27@un.org 

 

Urs BLOESCH   
Head of Expert Group, SDC 
Urs, a forest engineer, founded Adansonia-Consulting, 
an environmental consulting office, specialized in the 
tropics. He has extensive experience in leading positions 
in the forestry and rural development sector in West 
and East Africa. bloesch@swissonline.ch   
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THE HIGH NORTH 
 

Jan-Gunnar Winther 

Director, Norwegian Polar Institute  

With a Ph.D. (and M.S.) from the 
Norwegian Institute of Technology 
(NTH), Dr. Winther is director of the 
Norwegian Polar Institute since 2005.  

Dr. Winther serves on a number of 
national and international 
committees and delegations 
including deputy chair of the 
Norwegian Government’s Expert 
Committee on Northern Regions 
Policies, national expert to the Arctic 
Council and the Antarctic Treaty 
Consultative Meetings, Lead Author 

on IPCC’s fifth assessment report, member of the Norwegian Academy 
of Technological Sciences, the World Economic Forum’s Global Agenda 
Council on the Arctic and the Explorers Club. 

Dr. Winther has considerable experience in cold-regions field research 
by leading and participating on a number of research expeditions to 
Antarctica and the Arctic. Dr. Winther led the Norwegian-USA scientific 
traverse into a largely unexplored region of the East Antarctic ice sheet 
during the International Polar Year in 2007-2009. This expedition is the 
largest and most complex scientific expedition for Norway in Antarctica 
in modern times. In 2011, he retraced Roald Amundsen’s route to the 
South Pole in 1911 as part of the national celebration of the Nansen-
Amundsen Year 2011.   
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EVIDENCE FROM THE FIELD: RESPONSE AND PREPAREDNESS 
ACTIONS THAT WORK 

 

WHAT'S LEFT BEHIND: EXAMINING DISASTER WASTE AND DEBRIS 
 

Anna Nordlander (Moderator)  
Environmental Advisor, Swedish Civil Contingencies 
Agency 
Anna has experience in several fields concerning 
industrial environmental protection and public health. 
She has more than 20 years of experience in the field of 
environmental protection. anna.nordlander@msb.se 

 

Martin Bjerregaard 
Director, Disaster Waste Recovery 
As Founder and Director of the UK based NGO Disaster 
Waste Recovery, Martin is significantly involved in solid 
waste and debris management programmes. 
martin@disasterwaste.org  
 
Wim Zwijnenburg 
Project leader, Toxic Remnants of War (TRWP) 
Wim is the project Leader Security & Disarmament for 
PAX, and he is working on the environmental impact of 
conflict in the Middle East, with a special focus on Iraq 
and Syria. zwijnenburg@paxforpeace.nl  
 
 Aneaka Kellay 
Researcher, Toxic Remnants of War Project (TRWP) 
Aneaka is a Researcher for TRWP. TRWP analyses how 
greater scrutiny of the environmental and public-health 
legacy of conflict pollution could help improve the 
protection of the environment before, during and after 
conflict. aneaka@toxicremnantsofwar.info  
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Svetlana Jumaeva 
Executive Director, Centre for Climate Change and 
Disaster Reduction 
Svetlana has over 15 years of professional experience 
in disaster risk management and climate change 
Adaptation. She started her career in Tajikistan with 
FOCUS Humanitarian Assistance. 
svetlana.jumaeva@gmail.com 

 

Firdavs Faizulloev 
Programme Manager, UNDP 
Firdavs has been managing projects at UNDP since 2007. 
He has worked on MCB project in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, 
and as manager of the Sustainable Land Management 
Project. firdavs.faizulloev@undp.org 

 

REWINDING FROM RESPONSE TO PREPAREDNESS –  
CHEMICAL ACCIDENTS AVOIDED 
 

Peter Kearns (Moderator)  
Principal Administrator, OECD 
Peter is a Principal Administrator at the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and Development and is 
responsible for its programme on Chemical Accident 
Prevention, Preparedness and Response and its 
Working Group for Chemical Accidents. 
peter.kearns@oecd.org 

 

Franziska Ilg-Hirsch 
Secretary, UNECE TEIA 
Franziska has been secretary to the UNECE Convention 
on Transboundary Effects of Industrial Accidents since 
2014. She has serviced different UNECE multilateral 
environmental programmes, covering issues ranging 
from air pollution, water and health to forestry and 
cross-sectoral issues. franziska.ilg@unece.org  
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Valeri Bagiyan 
Ministry of Territorial Administration and Emergency 
Situation (MTA&ES), Armenia 
Valeri is Head of CBRN Monitoring Department of 
MTA&ES. Valeri has taken part in 5 field exercises of 
NATO acting as the commander of Armenian CBRN 
Reconnaissance Team. valbeg@mail.ru  

 

Irakli Saneblidze 
Senior Inspector, Emergency Management Agency of 
MIA of Georgia 
Irakli is a Senior Inspector at the Emergency 
Management Agency of Georgian Ministry of Internal 
Affairs. irakli_saneblidze@yahoo.com 

 

Tim Gablehouse 
President, Colorado Emergency Preparedness 
Partnership (CEPP) 
Tim is currently president of CEPP, which has extensive 
ties to chemical emergency planning, homeland 
security programs and environmental protection.  
tgablehouse@gcgllc.com  

 

Deendradev SinghTowakel  
Army Officer, Special mobile force, Mauritius 
Towakel has actively taken part in rescue operation 
after disasters during the past ten years. He is part of a 
specialized unit which provides logistic support to assist 
rescue operations during environmental emergencies. 
deen4215@gmail.com 
 
 

Christelle Gaëlle Goumpo Wue 
Civil Protection Direction, Ministry of Territorial 
Administration and Decentralisation of Cameroon 
Christelle Gaëlle serves as an executive administrator at 
MINATD/DPC since January 2012. krisgoumpo@yahoo.fr 
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WHEN SPEED IS OF THE ESSENCE -  
RESPONDING TO OIL SPILLS AND THE LESSONS FOR PREPAREDNESS 
 

Joseph Attwood (Moderator)  
Environment & climate change adviser, NRC 
Working with the Norwegian Refugee Council as 
environment and climate change adviser, Joe is 
developing initiatives that strengthen how NRC 
responds to environmental issues specific to the 
humanitarian agenda.  joseph.attwood@nrc.no 

 

Birgitta Liljedahl (Moderator)    
Senior Analyst, FOI (Swedish Defense Research Agency)  
Birgitta is a senior analyst at FOI, with experience in 
environmental and health hazards in conflict and crises. 
She is Project Leader for FOI support to The Swedish 
Armed Forces regarding Medical Intelligence. 
liljedahl.birgitta@gmail.com 

 

Mr. Md. Amir Hosain Chowdhury 
Divisional Forest Officer, Ministry of Environment and 
Forests, Bangladesh 
Amir Hosain has been working as Divisional Forest 
Officer in the Sundarbans mangrove forest of 
Bangladesh since 2012. He specialises in forest co-
management, wildlife management, mangrove ecology 
and coastal afforestation. amirhdfo@yahoo.com 

 

Alamgir Hossain 
Programme Analyst, UNDP 
Alamgir is an environment and climate change 
specialist. Since April 2012, he has been leading the 
Environment and Energy portfolio at UNDP in 
Bangladesh. alamgir.hossain@undp.org 
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Gilbert Le Lann  
Executive Director, CEDRE 
Gilbert left the French Secretariat general of the sea, to 
join the Centre of Documentation, Research and 
Experimentation on accidental water pollutions, Cedre, 
as director in 2008. gilbert.le.lann@cedre.fr  

 
Leanne Minshull  
Greenpeace  
Leanne has been at Greenpeace International for 
almost 3 years. She previously worked as a strategic 
director for an Australian Senator and Leader of the 
Australian Greens as well as chief of staff to the 
Tasmanian minister for housing, human services and 
climate change. leanne.minshull@greenpeace.org  
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WORLD CONFERENCE ON DISASTER RISK REDUCTION: 
WHAT NEXT? PREPAREDNESS FOR RESPONSE 

 
 

 

Mette Løyche Wilkie (Moderator) 
Director, UNEP DEPI  
Mette is the Director of UNEP Division of Environmental 
Policy Implementation. She has experience in providing 
technical and policy advice to developing countries, 
partner organizations and international conventions. 
mette.wilkie@unep.org 

John Harding  
Programme Officer, UNISDR  
John has 15 years work experience in multi-lateral 
organizations in support to national and regional 
governmental efforts to build resilient societies. 
harding@un.org 

 

Ing. María de Lourdes Ydirín Alonso 
Deputy Director of Health Risks and Toxicology Analysis 
Division and Risk Management, CENAPRED  
Maria is responsible for Civil Protection of the 
Government of Mexico for Health and Toxicological Risk 
prevention. mydirin@cenapred.unam.mx  

 

 

Stewart Maginnis  
Global Director, Nature-based Solutions Group 
Stewart is the Global Director of Nature-based Solutions 
Group, with responsibility for IUCN’s work on Ecosystem 
Management, Forests, Water, Marine & Polar, Gender, 
and Business & Biodiversity. stewart.maginnis@iucn.org  

 

Elizabeth Ridley 
Deputy Executive Director, CDEMA 
Elizabeth is the Deputy Executive Director at the 
Caribbean Disaster Emergency Management Agency.  
Her expertise is in the area of disaster management and 
environmental management.  elizabeth.riley@cdema.org 
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LESSONS FROM ENVIRONMENTAL PEACEBUILDING FOR 
HUMANITARIANS 

 

Braulio de Souza Días (Moderator)  
Executive Secretary, CBD 
Dr. Dias was involved in the negotiations leading up 
to the adoption of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity (CBD). Before joining the Secretariat of the 
CBD in 2012, he was Secretary at the Brazilian 
Ministry of the Environment. ailis.rego@cbd.int  
 

Oli Brown 
Disasters & Conflicts subprogramme Coordinator, 
UNEP 
Oli is the coordinator of UNEP’s work on Disasters and 
Conflicts. This subprogramme works to reduce the risk 
of natural and man-made disasters and help countries 
to recover after crisis. brown@unep.org 

 

Bishnu Raj Upreti 
Adjunct Professor at Agriculture and Forestry University 
of Kathmandu, Nepal 
Bishnu has been working in the field of research & 
development since 1980. His research interests ranges 
from environmental security, to natural resource 
conflict, state building, and livelihood security.  
bishnu.upreti@gmail.com 

 

Carl Bruch  
Co-Director of International Programs at the 
Environmental Law Institute (ELI)  
Carl is a Senior Attorney and Co-Director of 
International Programs at ELI. He has more than 15 
years of experience in strengthening laws, policies, 
and institutions governing the environment and 
natural resources. bruch@eli.org 

mailto:bruch@eli.org
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HOW PREVENTING AND PREPARING FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
EMERGENCIES IS BETTER BUSINESS 

 

Rashid Khalikov (Moderator)  
Director, OCHA Geneva 
Rashid has worked as a Senior Humanitarian Affairs 
Officer, Chief of the Office of the Under-Secretary-
General for Humanitarian Affairs and Inter-Agency 
Standing Committee on Humanitarian Affairs 
secretariat, and Deputy Director of OCHA Geneva.  
 khalikov@un.org 

 
Anton Rhodes 
Project Manager, Global Initiative for West, Central, 
and Southern Africa (GI WACAF) 
Anton spent four years with IPIECA - the global oil and 
gas industry association for environmental and social 
issues, where his duties included managing the IPIECA 
Oil Spill Working Group and coordinating Global 
Initiative activities. Anton joined Oil Spill Response 
Limited (OSRL) in 2013 and is currently Project Manager 
of the Global Initiative for West, Central, and Southern 
Africa (GI WACAF).  anton.rhodes@ipieca.org 

 
 Andrew Simms 
Chief Analyst, Global Witness 
Andrew Simms is an author, analyst and campaigner. 
His books include The New Economics, Tescopoly, 
Ecological Debt, and Cancel the Apocalypse: The New 
Path to prosperity. He co-founded the New Weather 
Institute, works for Global Witness and is a fellow of the 
New Economics Foundation.  asimms@globalwitness.org 
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OBSERVATIONS FROM THE FRONT LINES OF CLIMATE CHANGE 
AND OTHER DISASTERS 

 

George Kourounis, Stormchaser 

George Kourounis, from Canada, 
is an explorer who specializes in 
documenting extremes of nature 
including: severe weather like 
hurricanes & tornadoes, natural 
disasters, volcanic eruptions and 
environmental catastrophes. His 
efforts have taken him to over 50 
countries on all seven continents 
in the pursuit of the most 
fearsome forces while also 
capturing on camera, the effects 
of climate change. 

In 2013, George led a National 
Geographic expedition to 

descend to the bottom of the flaming Darvaza crater in the 
Turkmenistan desert, searching for (and finding) previously 
unknown extremophile bacteria in the hot, methane-rich 
environment. 

George is frequently seen worldwide in numerous television 
programs on Discovery Channel, The Weather Channel, History, 
CNN, BBC, National Geographic Television, and his own television 
show, Angry Planet, which has been broadcast in over 100 
countries. 

George is a fellow of the Royal Canadian Geographical Society, a 
fellow of the Explorers Club, and has been nominated for 2 Gemini 
Awards for his work on Angry Planet. The TV series is still in 
production, and is currently filming in locations around the globe.  
george@stormchaser.ca  
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PARTICIPANTS 

 Marwan ALSMEI'AT 
Director, Planning and Organising Department, Jordan Civil 
Defence  
Brigadier Marwan Alsmei’at has been the director of the 
Planning and Organizing Department of Jordan Civil Defence 
since 2009. ofcd86@yahoo.com  

 Karen ARZUMANYAN 
Programme Assistant, OSCE Office, Armenia  
Karen has been working for more than 7 years as an 
Economic and Environmental Program Assistant at OSCE. He 
supports the organisation and management of operations 
and the project activities in Syunik, Armenia. 
karzumanyan@osce.org 

 Judith BANDILA 
Expert Hydrologist, Ministry of Energy and Hydraulic 
Resources, DRC 
Judith works on energy and hydraulic resources in the Risk 
Management unit of the Ministry of Energy and Hydraulic 
Resources of DRC. jbandila@yahoo.fr 

 Marie-Ange BAUCHER 
Administrator, OECD 
Marie-Ange has been working at the OECD as a policy analyst 
since 2007. Since 2014, she has been responsible for the 
chemical accidents programme and the risk management of 
chemicals projects in the OECD Environment Directorate. 
marie-ange.baucher@oecd.org 

 

Johanes Amat BELLE 
Researcher and Trainer, Disaster Management Training and 
Education Centre for Africa  
Johanes Amat states environmental degradation is a hazard 
itself and can exacerbate other natural hazards; disaster 
response and recovery can create severe impacts on the 
natural environment. belleja@ufs.ac.za 
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Einar BJORGO 
Manager, United Nations Institute for Training and Research 
Operational Satellite Applications Programme (UNOSAT) 
Einar works as UNOSAT Manager at UNITAR. He started 
working for the UN in 1999 when he joined the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees to work on the integration of new 
solutions into UNHCR operations. einar.bjorgo@unitar.org 

 Raymond  BONGOLE EFOYA 
Director in Charge of Natural Disasters Victims’ Assistance, 
Ministry of Social Affairs, Humanitarian Action and National 
Solidarity of the Democratic Republic of Congo 
rayefo@yahoo.fr  

 Dennis BRUHN 
Environmental Expert, Grontmij A/S 
Dennis is an experienced environmental manager and 
geologist with more than 20 years of experience in work 
programmes in the environment sector. Trained UNDAC 
Member, he especially focuses on environmental issues 
during missions. dennisbruhn2403@gmail.com  

 Camille BUYCK 
Officer, International Union for the Conservation of Nature  
Camille is working in IUCN as an officer for the Ecosystem 
management programme. She has a research background in 
Biology, Ecology and Conservation. Her current work focuses 
on supporting nature-based solutions for Disaster Risk 
Reduction as well as for Climate Change Adaptation. 
camille.buyck@iucn.org 

 

Willy Balume  BWALE 
Chief, Coordination Division, Congolese Control Office, DRC 
Holding a masters degree in economics, Willy Balume 
benefits from many years of experience in human resources 
management and environment. balumebwale@yahoo.fr 
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 Julie CALKINS 
DRR Research Analyst, UK Collaborative on Development 
Sciences 
j.calkins@ukcds.org.uk 
  

 J.S. Datuama CAMMUE 
Multilateral Environmental Agreements Officer, 
Environmental Protection Agency of Liberia 
J. S. Datuama has credentials in communication, development 
studies, environment and human rights from University of 
Liberia and Columbia University. 
mawoesolomon6@gmail.com  
 

 Shang Yi CHIA 
Senior Staff Officer Industrial Regulations, Singapore Civil 
Defence Force  
Shang Yi joined the Singapore Civil Defence Force (SCDF) in 
2012 and is currently the Senior Staff Officer Industrial 
Regulations in Hazardous Material Department. 
chia_shang_yi@scdf.gov.sg 

 Armen CHILINGARYAN 
Disaster Risk Reduction Programme Coordinator, UNDP 
Armen has more than 22 years of service in various key 
governance and management positions at different state-run 
and non-governmental organizations from local to national 
and international level. armen.chilingaryan@undp.org  

 

Juergen CLEMENS 
Project Manager, Malteser International  
Juergen is a geographer specialised in natural resource 
management and rural development, especially in South Asia. 
Since 2005 he works with Malteser International in the fields 
of humanitarian assistance and disaster risk management and 
currently he is seconded to the German DRR-platform DKKV 
e.V. for the WHS-process. clemens@dkkv.org 
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Sarah COSTA 
Executive Director, Women’s Refugee Commission 
Sarah has more than 25 years of experience in the fields of 
women's rights, reproductive health, gender and youth 
development, as well as global philanthropy. Before joining 
the Women's Refugee Commission, she was regional director 
of the Global Fund for Women. cynthiar@wrcommission.org 

 Yzabel CUE  
Student 
Yzabel is a 9-year-old student in Year 4i at the International 
School of Geneva. She has more than four years experience in 
public speaking and has lived for 3 years in Nepal. She likes  
dancing and crafts. (She is also Wendy Cue's daughter.) 
yzabel6@gmail.com 

 Giovanni de SIERVO 
Policy Officer, DG Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection 
(ECHO), European Commission 
Since June 2012, Giovanni is seconded to the European 
Commission, ECHO, Emergency Response Unit, where he is 
responsible for relations with the UN and the Red Cross and 
Red Crescent Movement. giovanni.de-siervo@ec.europa.eu  

 Kåre Harald DRAGER 
President, The International Emergency Management Society 
(TIEMS), Norway  
Kåre Harald is one of the founders of TIEMS. He is the 
Managing Director of QUASAR Invest AS in Norway, a 
consultancy in global safety, emergency and disaster 
management.  khdrager@online.no  

 Moira EKNES 
Senior Programme Advisor, CARE International 
Moira is working for CARE in programme management, 
mostly in development, on women’s economic 
empowerment and rights, but also in emergency response - 
sometimes in the context of environmental disasters. 
moira.eknes@care.no  
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 Tingting FENG 
Student, University of Oslo, Norway  
fengtingting347926529@gmail.com 

 

 Michele FERENZ 
Partner, ECAS Consulting 
Michele has more than 20 years of experience in international 
development, natural resource management and dispute 
resolution. michele@ecasconsulting.com 

 Andrew GARRITY 
Researcher, Toxic Remnants of War Project 
A researcher for the Toxic Remnants of War Project, Andrew 
has a background in environmental science and pollution 
control. andy@toxicremnantsofwar.info 

 Issa GATAMBIYE 
Provincial Director, Congolese Control Office, DRC 
Issa has been Provincial Director at the Congolese Control 
Office for 25 years. The Office is responsible for evaluating 
and certifying importation and exportation products as well 
as local productions.  occgoma@yahoo.fr  

 Martin Gomez LISSARAGUE  
Regional Coordinator of Disasters Prevention, Ministry of 
Interior of Argentina 
Martin Gomez is working in the National Direction of Civil 
Protection as Coordinator of Disasters Response Operations 
in response to different disasters. mglissarrague@gmail.com 

 

Therese GRAF 
Student, Catalunya International University 
Therese is a master candidate for a degree in International 
Cooperation and Sustainable Emergency Architecture. She is 
focusing on the integration of Environmental Design within 
eco-disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation. 
theresekgraf@gmail.com  
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 Åsa GRANATH  
Environmental Consultant, Åsa Granath Expert Consult 
Åsa is a geologist and international environmental advisor 
with more than 20 years of professional experience. She 
participated in environmental assignments in the Philippines, 
Honduras, Pakistan and Haiti. asa.granath@agec.nu  

 Stefano GREGOLO 
Architect, Asismic, Italy  
Stefano deals with the mitigation of seismic risk in large 
industrial complexes and implementation of security plans for 
workers in productive activities at high risk in the event of 
natural disasters. stefano.gregolo@yahoo.it  

 

Aoi HORIUCHI 
Advocate and Researcher, Japan NGO Center for International 
Cooperation 
Aoi has been a member of the Research and Advocacy Group 
of Japan NGO Center for International Cooperation since 
2012. He serves as the Secretary General of the Japan CSO 
Coalition for 2015 WCDRR. horiuchi@janic.org 

 Pauline KABETU 
Health and Safety Officer, Kenya Ports Authority 
Pauline believes preserving the environment is a collective 
responsibility and that its critical importance is enhanced by 
human vulnerability. pkabetu@kpa.co.ke 

 

Emmanuel Kambale SHABANTU 
Director of Women's Department Conservancy Agriculture, 
Peasant Women Organisations’ League, DRC 
Emmanuel is currently leading a team of advisors for 
women's and youth’s organisations to contribute building a 
“green peace”, thereby discouraging enrollment in armed and 
terrorist forces in DRC. emmanuel@lofepaco.net  



 37 

 Patrick KANGWA 
National Coordinator, Disaster Management and Mitigation 
Unit of Zambia 
Patrick holds a bachelor degree in Agriculture Science and a 
master degree in Disaster Management and Sustainable 
Development. He has 12 years of experience in disaster 
management. patkan77@yahoo.co.uk 

 Abdoulaye KEBE 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer, Organisation of Islamic 
Cooperation 
Abdoulaye has been active for nearly 10 years in 
humanitarian international work. He is working on 
programmes of work with UNISDR and other international 
partners. kebsen@yahoo.fr  

 Marco KEINER 
Director of Environment Division, UNECE 
From 2008-2010, Marco was Director, Environment, Housing 
and Land Management Division at the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) in Geneva. Since 
2011, he is Director, Environment Division at UNECE. 
marco.keiner@unece.org 

 Charles KELLY 
ProAct Network 
Charles has over 30 years of field experience in humanitarian 
assistance programs dealing with emergencies in developing 
countries. He is a member among others of the International 
Research Committee on Disasters and ProAct Network. 
disasterkelly@yahoo.com 

 

Jonathan KERTICH 
Environmental Health Officer, National Disaster Operation 
Centre, Ministry of Environment, Kenya 
Jonathan is working as a Public Health Desk Officer at the 
National Disaster Operation Centre. Currently his functions 
are monitoring, coordinating and mobilizing resources for 
response to disasters as well as liaising with the Ministry of 
Health of Kenya. jkertich@yahoo.com 
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Takeshi KOMINO 
Secretary General, CWS Japan  
Former Head of Emergencies at CWS-Asia/Pacific regional 
office in Bangkok, Takeshi currently serves as General 
Secretary of CWS Japan, and member of Executive Committee 
of Asian Disaster Reduction and Response Network (ADRRN). 
takeshikomino@gmail.com 

 Michaela KROEMER 
Magistrate, Dr. Peter Kroemer Law Firm, Austria  
Harvard and CEDR trained mediator, Michaela is an Austrian 
lawyer with a specialisation in international commercial as 
well as human rights law, and recently, environmental law. 
mkromer@llm14.law.harvard.edu  

 Martin KROTTMAYER 
Senior Officer, IFRC 
Martin is a Senior Officer for Nuclear and Radiological 
Accidents Preparedness at the International Federation of 
Red Cross And Red Crescent Societies’ secretariat in Geneva.  
martin.krottmayer@ifrc.org 

 

 

Emily KUNEN 
Environmental Advisor, USAID 
Emily is an American Association for the Advancement of 
Science (AAAS) Science & Technology Policy Fellow in USAID's 
DCHA Bureau as the Post-Crisis Environmental Advisor. She 
advises on issues of science and technology for the 
integration of environmental safeguards. 
emilykunen@gmail.com  

 Kristoffer LIDEN 
Senior Researcher, Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO) and 
Norwegian Centre for Humanitarian Studies (NCHS) 
Kristoffer is a Senior Researcher at PRIO, specialising in the 
ethics and political philosophy of societal security, 
humanitarianism and peacebuilding. He is a member of the 
NCHS. kristoffer@prio.no 
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 Roger Kyavulya MALINGA  
Advisor to the Governor in charge of Diplomatic and Political 
Affairs in the Democratic Republic of Congo 
rogermalinga@gmail.com 
 

 Pius MASAI 
Deputy Director National Disaster Management Unit, 
National Police of Kenya  
Pius is superintendent of police. He is also an Advanced 
Incident Manager, EMS-Instructor, Emergency Medical 
Technician and Integrity Assurance Officer.  
piusmasai1968@gmail.com 

 Niels MASSELINK 
Researcher, National Institute for Public Health and the 
Environment of the Netherlands 
Niels is working as a researcher, sampling expert and trainer 
at the Dutch National Institute for Public Health and 
Environment. He has been on two UN/EU missions (including 
Solomon Islands in 2014). niels.masselink@rivm.nl 

 

Feliciano MATAVEIA 
Chief of Information Sector, National Institute for Disaster 
Management/National Operative Emergency Centre of 
Mozambique 
Currently Chief of Information Sector In National operative 
emergency centre in Mozambique, Feliciano has been 
working at the National Institute for Disasters Management 
for 15 years. He has been involved in emergency operations 
in Mozambique since 1992. mataveiaf@gmail.com  

 Christof MATHES 
Architect, Exikon 
Christof had different experiences in urban planning, classical 
architecture, interior architecture and ecological design. In 
2013, he became a member of Architects Without Borders in 
Vienna. christofmathes@hotmail.com 
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 Ingeborg MORK-KNUTSEN 
Advisor, Ministry of Climate and Environment of Norway 
Ingeborg has been UNEP’s focal point at the Ministry of 
Climate and Environment of Norway since 2011. She has 
previously worked with international organisations on 
migration, global health and human rights. imk@kld.dep.no 

 Gauthier MPUTU-BOKO 
Associate Agency Chief for the city of Butembo, Congolese 
Control Office, DRC 
Gauthier holds a diploma of Civil Engineer and is working as 
Associate Agency Chief for the city of Butembo in DRC.  
gauthiermp@yahoo.com 

 

Rudolf MÜLLER 
Deputy Director, OCHA Geneva 
Rudolf became the Deputy Director OCHA Geneva and the 
Chief of the Emergency Services Branch, in 2010. He manages 
OCHA’s emergency tools and services, such as the United 
Nations Disaster Assessment and Coordination teams, civil-
military coordination and surge support. mullerr@un.org 

 Dina NABHAN 
League of Arab States 
Dina has joined the League of Arab States in 1993. She is 
mainly responsible for LAS – OCHA cooperation file and is 
currently working on the establishment of Arab Humanitarian 
Coordination. dinanabhan@gmail.com 

 

Laurent NICOLE  
Expert, Swiss Humanitarian Aid Unit (SDC) 
Laurent is a chemical engineer and health and safety engineer 
specialised in the field of environment. He is a volunteer 
member of the Swiss Humanitarian Aid Unit as environment 
and WASH specialist. laurent.nicole@acta.ch 
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 How Juah Francis NG 
Director Hazmat Department, Singapore Civil Defence Force 
Colonel Francis Ng is the Director of the HazMat Department 
in Singapore Civil Defence Force (SCDF) whose role is to 
oversee the readiness and capability development of SCDF.  
francis_ng@scdf.gov.sg 

 

Ndenneh NYING 
Principal Environmental Inspector and UNDAC National Focal 
Point, National Environment Agency of Gambia 
Ndenneh has a background in Environmental Health sciences, 
and has worked with the National Environment Agency of 
Gambia. Ndenneh has been an active member of UNDAC 
since 2009, and is also the Focal Person for Environmental 
Emergency Response. ndennehn@gmail.com 

 Sulaiman OLANREWAJU 
Associate Professor, University Malaysia Terengganu 
Chartered engineer with diverse academic and professional 
background, Sulaiman teaches and mentors courses and 
research projects on contemporary issues in maritime and 
ocean engineering field.  o.sulaiman@umt.edu.my 

 

Gerald PARAGAS 
Environmental Planner, City Government of Tacloban, 
Philippines 
Gerald has been working in the City Government of Tacloban, 
Philippines, as Urban and Environmental Planner since July 
2013. After super typhoon Haiyan, he became part of the 
Tindog  Task Force in Tacloban, a cluster approach instituted 
by the local government for the emergency relief and 
response. gvparagas@upd.edu.ph  

 Movses POGHOSYAN 
Director, Disaster Risk Reduction National Platform of 
Armenia 
Since 2003, Movses has been the representative of and the 
head of Armenian office of the German Red Cross in Baden-
Württemberg provincial branch. m.poghosyan@arnap.am  
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Bianca PRICOPE  
Exchange Officer, Y Global (KFUK-KFUM Global) 
Bianca is working as Exchange Officer at Y Global. The 
international projects implemented by Y Global are focusing 
mainly on empowering youth in countries at risk on multiple 
topics, including environmental justice and climate change. 
bianca@kfuk-kfum.no 
 

 

Rija RAKOTOSON 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA 
Rija has been a Humanitarian Affairs Officer at OCHA since 
2007. Before joining OCHA, he worked at the European Union 
as an Agro-economist expert responsible of the management 
of an Early Warning System for Food security and Rural area. 
rakotoson@un.org  

 Narciso ROSA-BERLANGA 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA 
Narciso has 14 years of development and humanitarian 
experience in disaster-prone countries and complex crisis. He 
is currently working at OCHA-ROSA, with a particular interest 
on environmental emergencies. rosa-berlanga@un.org 

 Abdallah SALAH EL DIN 
Cabinet Information and Decision Support Center (IDSC), 
Egypt 
asalaheldin@idsc.net.eg 

 Ashot SARGSYAN 
National Disaster Response Adviser for Armenia and Georgia, 
OCHA 
Ashot joined the UN system in April 2011 as a UNDP Disaster 
Reduction Adviser. Prior to this he worked for the EU Black 
Sea migration program in Georgia and for the International 
Red Cross Movement. ashot.sargsyan@undp.org  
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Jacob Sjaak SEEN 
General Project Manager Merger Emergency, Dispatch 
Centers, The Nertherlands 
Jacob has 36 years of experience in emergency management 
in the Netherlands. He is a member of UNDAC and the Urban 
Search and Rescue Team of the Netherlands. 
j.seen@veiligheidsregio-rr.nl  

 Mehmet Fatih SEN 
Expert, Disaster and Emergency Management Authority 
(AFAD), Turkey 
Mehmet is an environmental engineer and has worked in 
various sectors such as wastewater treatment and air 
pollution management. fatih.sen@afad.gov.tr 

 Isaac SERUWU 
Director, Pearl of Africa Environment, Uganda 
Isaac is an environmentalist with over 10 years of experience 
in environmental agriculture and sanitation promotion 
programmes for both schools and communities. 
seruwusc@gmail.com 

 

Sundar SHARMA 
Coordinator, UNISDR-Regional South Asia Wildland Fire 
Network 
Sundar specialises in soil stability analysis, wildfire 
management and sustainable forest management. He has 
developed a ‘3-levels fire management’ strategy for Nepal 
focusing on empowering local communities. He received a 
Green Star Award in 2013. sharmasp1966@yahoo.com 

 Jörg SZARZYNSKI 
Researcher, Institute for Environment and Human Security, 
UN-University 
Jörg has broad expertise in climatology and remote sensing, 
global environmental change research, capacity-building and 
web-based data and information management. 
szarzynski@ehs.unu.edu 
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Paula USKI 
Senior Advisor, Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Finland 
Paula is currently Senior Adviser at the Unit for Humanitarian 
Assistance and Policy at the Ministry for Foreign Affairs of 
Finland. In her previous positions, she has worked with both 
humanitarian and development issues, with a specific focus 
on disaster risk reduction. paula.uski@formin.fi 

 Ituk VAUGHAN 
Expert, National Emergency Management Agency of Nigeria 
Ituk works as a HAZUS-MH Expert at the National Emergency 
Management Agency of Nigeria, and as Principal Consultant 
at Integrated Emergency Management Services, iEMS 
International. itukvaughan@gmail.com 

 Kit VAUGHAN 
Director, CARE International 
As Director of CARE's Poverty, Environment and Climate 
Change Network, Kit leads CARE International’s global effort 
on environment and climate change. 
kvaughan@careclimatechange.org  

 

Christian WEBERSIK 
Associate Professor, University of Agder, Norway 
Christian is an Associate Professor at the Department of 
Global Development and Planning at the University of Agder. 
Before joining UiA, he was a Japan Society for the Promotion 
of Science – United Nations University (JSPS-UNU) 
Postdoctoral Fellow at UN University’s Institute of Advanced 
Studies. christian.webersik@uia.no 

 

Doug WEIR 
Project Manager, Toxic Remnants of War Project 
Doug is the Project Manager of the Toxic Remnants of War 
Project (TRWP) and Coordinator of the International Coalition 
to Ban Uranium Weapons (ICBUW). 
doug@toxicremnantsofwar.info  
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Brian WITTBOLD 
Head of Sub-Office, IOM 
Brian is a humanitarian professional with a specific interest in 
how climate change is impacting populations living low-lying 
coastal areas. He is in the process of completing an LL.M. in 
International Law of the Sea at the University of Tromsø. 
brian.wittbold@gmail.com 

 Mariatou Njoupouo Epse YAP 
Chief of Studies and Prevention Cell, Civil Protection 
department, Ministry of Territorial Administration and 
Decentralisation of Cameroon 
Mariatou is a teacher in the life sciences and earth, 
specialized in earth sciences. She is training members of crisis 
committees in Cameroon. yapmariatou@yahoo.fr   
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The Organising Team  

WENDY CUE 

Chief of Section, Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit   

Wendy has more than 17 years of international 
and UN experience. Her previous assignments 
include as Head of the OCHA Office in Nepal, 
Coordinator for the Nepal Risk Reduction 
Consortium, Field Manager for the Pandemic 
Influenza Contingency and Team Leader for 
human rights investigations in Rwanda and 
Haiti. She has deployed with UNDAC to Cape 

Verde following the 2014 volcano explosion, to the 2010 floods in 
Pakistan and to Sri Lanka following the tsunami to coordinate initial 
response. Wendy was appointed Chief of the Joint OCHA/UNEP 
Environment Unit (JEU) in July 2012. cue@un.org 

RENE NIJENHUIS  

Humanitarian Affairs Officer, Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit   

Rene undertook a number of assignments in the 
private sector in the field of Corporate 
Environmental Management. In 2000, he joined 
the UN focusing on integrating environment into 
economic policies and strategies at the national 
level in countries in transition, and undertook 
numerous review missions to Central Asia and 
Eastern Europe. In 2003/2004 Rene worked on the 
follow-up of the World Commission on Dams, 

promotion multi-stakeholder dialogues between industry, financing 
institutions, governments and affected communities, from Nairobi, 
Kenya. For the last 9 years he has served the JEU and has participated in 
many emergency response missions both as technical expert and as 
team leader/coordinator.  nijenhuis@un.org  
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KATARINA TOLL 

Humanitarian Affairs Officer, OCHA Emergency Preparedness and 
Environment Section (EPES) 

Katarina has more than 20 years of humanitarian 
experience in the field and at UN Headquarters. 
After a career start as a journalist, Katarina joined 
the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(ICRC) and spent two years in Latin America as a 
protection officer (El Salvador, Peru). She then 
became a press officer with the United Nations in 
El Salvador followed by humanitarian work with 

OCHA in Africa (Somalia, Kenya). Katarina has held several positions at 
OCHA Headquarters providing OCHA field coordination support to the 
Caucasus and Central Asia, managing the regional UN Disaster 
Assessment and Coordination Team (UNDAC) for Latin America and the 
Caribbean region, promoting and raising funds for the humanitarian 
web information service IRIN and coordinating global emergency 
response preparedness efforts. tollk@un.org 

 

EMILIA WAHLSTROM  

Programme Officer, Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit   

Emilia joined the JEU from UNDP Kazakhstan, 
where she worked for three years as Programme 
Analyst in charge of the portfolio on natural and 
man-made disasters. She was also responsible for a 
number of regional projects and initiatives related 
to disaster risk reduction and international waters. 
Prior to joining the UN system, Emilia was working 
for several years in Helsinki as environmental 

consultant. Emilia acts as the unit's focal point for preparedness and 
provides support on environmental emergency response. She also 
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