
The Rosersberg Initiative: 
 

 An overview of a new partnership mechanism developed at the 
 

Advisory Group on Environmental Emergencies 

 

7th Meeting, Rosersberg College, Sweden, 13-15 June 2007. 

 

 

Part 1: Introduction 

 

Overview 

 

At its 7th meeting, the Advisory Group on Environmental Emergencies (AGEE) established a 

mechanism to enable its members to implement priority recommendations in a participatory manner.  

The group agreed to call this mechansism the Rosersberg Initiative, referring to the location where the 

meeting took place. This paper describes the Rosersberg Initiative and provides Terms of Reference 
for the group that will support its implementation.      

 

Context  
 

Globally, the number and intensity of environmental emergencies continues to increase, including as a 

result of climate change.  Comprehensive, inclusive strategies are required to strengthen many 

elements of the international regime for environmental emergencies preparedness and response. In 

particular, experience over the past 10-15 years points to clear challenges that may reduce the 

effectiveness and efficiency of response to various disasters.  There are, for example, gaps in areas of 

environmental emergency response and response preparedness, including the lack of an international 

notification system.  

 

In other areas such as response to nuclear emergencies, international search and rescue mechanism, 
civil-military coordination and others, there are practical models that could be used as a basis for 

considering improvements in the area of environmental emergencies. 

 

A wide range of donor and affected countries, NGOs and UN agencies, as well as research institutes 

and private sector representatives attended the 7th meeting of the AGEE.  The Group considered a 

range of documents including Strengthening the International System for Environmental Emergency 

Response (hereafter referred to as the ‘Strategy Document’). This latter document was prepared by an 

independent consultant at the request of the Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit (Joint Environment 

Unit) in its capacity as Secretariat to the AGEE.  It identifies key challenges, opportunities and goals 
to improve international preparedness for and response to environmental emergencies.  The Group 

agreed that many recommendations must be tackled on a priority basis.  They also agreed that the 

challenge is broader than any single stakeholder can address, and that an arrangement is needed to 
empower AGEE members to carry out recommendations. Accordingly, an implementation mechanism 

was proposed and agreed upon at AGEE 7.  Its details are below.   

 

Part II: The Rosersberg mechanism 

 

Implementation Mechanism 

 

To execute key recommendations, the AGEE decided to have one single Coordination and 

Implementation Working Group with a focus on three thematic areas: Advocacy and Strengthened 

International Response Capacity, Improving International Environmental Emergency Governance, 

and, Operational Aspects of Providing and Receiving International Environmental Emergency 

Assistance. 



Coordination and Implementation Working Group: Terms of Reference 

 

Structure  

The Coordination and Implementation Group will be chaired by the Chair and Vice Chair of the 
Advisory Group, and supported by the Joint UNEP/OCHA Environment Unit Secretariat (Joint 

Environment Unit).   

 
Objective 

The overall objective of this group will be to ensure that practical and operational results are achieved 

in each thematic area by facilitating practical initiatives by AGEE members.  
 

Tasks 

The Chair and Vice Chair will be responsible for: 

 

• Establishing membership and finalizing Terms of Reference for each thematic areas by 31 July 

2007; 

• Monitoring progress and activities, providing coordination support as needed; 

• Coordinating initiatives with other relevant national and international processes to achieve 

maximum synergy, and ensure process remains simple and effective; 

• Ensuring that work is inclusive, and that participants are representative of the Advisory Group as a 

whole; 

• Preparing for consideration at AGEE 8 a list of issues that could be dealt with by the AGEE 

between 2009-2011 (including, for example, those issues in the Strategy Document that are not 

covered in the thematic areas below);   

• Providing, as required, updates on progress of the Coordination and Implementation Working 

Group to the entire Advisory Group and interested parties 

• Outputs: three active, representative and productive thematic group areas to deliver on Rosersberg 

Initiative concept.  Overall summary report of activities of three thematic areas for AGEE 8. 

 

 

Figure 1. Diagram of Rosersberg implementation structure. 



Thematic area 1: Advocacy and Strengthened International response capacity:  Terms of Reference 

 

Structure 

 
This will be one of three thematic areas of focus under the overall leadership of the Coordination and 

Implementation Working Group. 

 
Objective 

 

Increase preparedness of the international community to deal with an increased number and intensity 
of environmental emergencies. 

 

Task 1: Raise awareness at national and international levels on the need to address environmental 

emergencies at the earliest stages of disaster response.  This includes: 

 

• Encouraging respective authorities to promote awareness of environmental concerns in disasters.  

• An Awareness Raising Strategy, including an action plan for implementation, will be developed.  

This should include a description of priority countries to tackle, a description of target audiences 

within each, specific actions to reach these audiences, and a description of who will take what 

action over an 18-month period. Implementation of the action plan will be in the following 18-

month period. 

• The action plan should contain a communications strategy to raise public awareness through an 

awards-campaign (the project formerly known as the ‘Green Helmets’ movement).   

• Outputs: Practical strategy document by 31 November 2007.  By the time of AGEE 8, its contents 

will be fully implemented and a report will be presented at the AGEE on the results. 

 

Task 2. Conduct outreach to engage more and emerging providers of environmental emergency 

assistance (personnel and equipment).  This will ensure greater global coverage, geographic and 

language diversity.  This includes: 

 

• Development of rigorous outreach campaign strategy. This should include a description of 

priority countries to tackle, a description of target audiences within each, specific actions to 
reach these audiences, and a description of who will take what action over an 18-month 

period.  Implementation foreseen between January 2008 and January 2009.  

• Outputs: By 31 December 2007, an outreach campaign document will have been developed, 

circulated to AGEE members for comments and finalized.  By January 2009, its contents will 

have been implemented. 

  

Task 3. Propose strategies to take into account climate change in environmental emergency response 

preparedness activities.  
 

• Elaborate initial proposal for the establishment of a ’training academy’ or a network/center for 

excellence for environmental emergencies related training. 

• Elaborate and share specific practical suggestions on how to include climate change issues 

into response preparedness.  

• Outputs: A concept document on the ‘training academy’ is circulated to AGEE members by 

31 November 2007 for consultation and input.  A practical guidance document related to 

climate change and preparedness is distributed by 31 March 2008. .   
 

 

Membership – See Annex 1



Thematic area 2: Improving international environmental emergency governance systems: Terms of 

Reference 

 

Structure 
 

This will be one of three thematic areas of focus under the overall leadership of the Coordination and 

Implementation Working Group. 
 

Objective 

 
Propose structural improvements to enhance the global regime for environmental emergency response 

and preparedness. 

 

Tasks 

 

Task 1: Review international structures related to identification, notification and monitoring in case of 
environmental emergencies, and international good practice, and propose improvements.  This 

includes: 

 

• Providing practical suggestions on accessing and sharing national information to enhance the 

Environmental Risk Identification (ERI) tool (hereafter referred to as ERI; formerly known as 

the Profile of Potential Environmental Risks).  

• Conducting thorough analysis of current identification, notification and monitoring activities 

for environmental emergencies, and propose recommendations for streamlining and 

consolidation. 

• Outputs: Brief, practical document describing options related to the ERI tool is shared with 

Joint Environment Unit by 31 October 2007 for their action. Analysis document on 

identification/notification/monitoring is prepared by 31 June 2008 and circulated to AGEE 

members at that time for feedback.  

 

Task 2:  Review relevant international arrangements (e.g. INSARAG, Oslo Guidelines, IAEA 

notification and assistance conventions) and based on these, recommend changes and improvements 

for the international environmental emergencies response area. This includes: 

 

• Conduct thorough baseline review of other relevant systems 

• Develop recommendations and discuss specific proposals with wider group of interested 

AGEE members. 

• Outputs: Baseline review document is prepared by 28 February 2008 and circulated to AGEE 

members.  Based on this baseline and AGEE feedback, options/recommendation paper is 

developed and circulated by 31 August 2008. 
 

Membership – See Annex 2 



 

Thematic area 3: Operational aspects of providing and receiving international environmental 

emergency assistance: Terms of Reference 

 
Structure 

 

This will be one of three thematic areas of focus under the overall leadership of the Coordination and 
Implementation Working Group. 

 

Objective 
 

Facilitate uptake of good practice for provision and receipt of international environmental emergency 

assistance 

 

Task 1: Document and disseminate good practice for the provision and receipt of environmental 

emergency assistance. This includes: 
 

• Review of lessons learned from previous disasters where assistance was requested and 

received.  (This does not need to be limited to environmental emergencies if other examples 

are relevant).   

• Development and dissemination of good practice guidance material on providing multilateral 

assistance  

• Development and dissemination of good practice guidance material on receiving multilateral 

assistance   

• Follow-up on implementation by 31August 2008 to determine effectiveness of documents and 

identify additional needs and gaps. 

• Outputs: 2 brief ‘good practice’ documents are completed and circulated to AGEE members 

by 30 June 2008.  Report to AGEE 8 on results of guidance effort and follow up, and propose 

next steps. 

 

Membership – See Annex 3 

 
 

Part III: Next steps for the Rosersberg Initiative 

 

• A forum/platform will be created on the Virtual On-Site Operations and Coordination Centre 

(Virtual OSOCC), managed by OCHA’s Emergency Services Branch, to facilitate the work 

and communications between participants in each thematic area (see Annex 4 for details). 

• The Swedish authorities indicated that they would support a first meeting of the Coordination 

and Implementation Group, consisting of representatives from the three thematic areas.  
Proposed target date for meeting:  October-November 2007.  The Joint Environment Unit will 

provide details. 



Annex 1 
 

Thematic area 1: Advocacy and Strengthened International response capacity  
 

Colonel Shem Amadi 

 

Director 

Regional Disaster Management Center 

Regional Disaster 

PO Box 44306 

Mandera Road 

00100 Nairobi 

Kenya 

Tel: +254 20 43 43 83 

Fax: +254 20 43 43 072 

Mobile: +254 722 750 252 

Email: coamadi@yahoo.com , 

amadi@rdmcoe.org  

 

 

Ms. Marriyum Aurangzeb 

 

Coordinator, National Awareness Raising 

and Communications 

Pakistan Wetlands Programme 

Street 4 

44000 

Islamabad 

Pakistan 

Tel: +92 321 500 20 11; +92 51 261 0880/6 

Fax: +92 51 26 108 78 

Email: maurangzeb@wwf.org.pk 

 

 

 

Ms. Stéphanie Justine Etoundi 

 

Head of Research and Prevention Unit 

Department of Civil Protection 

Ministry of Territorial Administration and 

Decentralization 

Research and Prevention Unit 

Yaoundé 

Republic of Cameroon 

Tel: +237 77 96 82 10 

Fax: +237 22 21 46 06 

Email: kuitsoud@yahoo.fr , 

kuitsouc@hotmail.com  

Mr. Leif Jonsson 

 

Programme Officer 

Capacity Development & Recovery Section 

Swedish Rescue Services Agency 

Karolinen 

651 80 Karlstad 

Sweden 

Tel: + 46 550 22 70 90 

Fax: +46 54 135600 

Mobile: +46 70 319 40 33 

Email: leif.jonsson@srv.se  

Mr. Yao Bernard Koffi 

 

Directeur de la Qualité de l'environnement 

Ministère de l'environnement 

20 Bp 650 

Abidjan 20 

Cote d'Ivoire 

Tel: +225 202 19 709, +225 20 21 06 23 

Fax: +225 202 10 495 

Mobile: +225 (0) 565 87 05 

Email: bernard_koffi@hotmail.com 

 

Mr. Alexander Likhotal 

 

Vice-President 

Green Cross International 

160, route de Florissant 

CH 1231 Conches 

Switzerland 

Tel: 41-22-789.16.62 

Fax: 41-22-789.16.95 

Email: alexander.likhotal@gci.ch 

 

Mr. Olusegune Edward Ojo 

 

Deputy Director 

(Relief and Rehabilitation) 

National Emergency Management Agency 

Mr. Rasio Ridho Sani 

 

Ministry of Environment 

Building C 1st Floor 

Office Jl. DI Panjaitan Kav. 24 



Plot 439 Adetokumbo Ademola 

Crescent, Maitama 

Abuja - Nigeria 

Tel: +234 9 41 31 953 

Fax: +234 9 41 37 640 

Mobile: +234 08 037 866 356 

Email: olusegunfunmiojo1991@yahoo.co.uk  

Jakarta 13140 

Indonesia 

Tel: +62 21 8590 56 39 

Fax: +62 21 85 90 66 79 

Email: rasiosani@yahoo.com , 

rasiosani@menlh.go.id  

 

 

Mr. Haliru Aliyu Tambawel 

 

Deputy Director (Relief and Rehabilitation) 

National Emergency Management Agency, 

the Presidency Abuja 

P.M.B. 357 Garki Post Office 

Abuja., Nigeria 

Tel: +234 9 413 19 53 

Fax: +234 9 413 76 40 

Email: nema@rosecom.net ; 

olusegunfunmiojo1991@yahoo.co.uk   

 

Mr. Richard van Hazebrouck  

 

Senior Management Adviser 

Staff (Office) President THW 

German Federal Agency for Technical Relief 

(THW) 

Provinzialstraße 93 

D 53127 Bonn-Lengsdorf 

Germany 

Tel: + 49 228 9400 

Mobile: +49 172 9109011 

Fax: +49 228 9401520 

Email: richard.vanhazebrouck@thw.de, 

richard.vanhazebrouck@gmail.com 

 

Mr. Evgeny Vasiliev 

 

Deputy Secretary-General 

International Civil Defence Organization 

(ICOLD) 

10-12, chemin de Surville 

Case Postale 172 

1213 Petit-Lancy 2 

Switzerland 

Tel: +41 22 879 6965 

Fax: +41 22 879 6979 

Email: icdo.vasiliev@hotmail.com , 

icdo@icdo.org  

 

 



 

Annex 2 
 

Thematic area 2- Improving international environmental emergency governance systems 
  
Ms. Esme Dobson 

 

Policy Officer 

European Commission 

Environment Directorate-General 

Avenue de Beaulieu/beaulieulaan 9 

B-1160 Brussels 

Kingdom of Belgium 

Tel: +32 2 295 27 27 

Fax: +32 2 299 03 14 

Email: esme.dobson@ec.europa.eu 

Mr. Hans Björnström 

 

Training and Project Lead, Folke Bernadotte 

Academy 

Folke Bernadotte 

Sandövägen 1 SE872 64 

Sandöverken 

Sweden 

Tel: +46 730 899 792 

Email: 

hans.bjornstrom@folkebernadotteacademy.se 

Mr. Moses Gitari 

 

Deputy Secretary 

Ministry of State for Special Programmes 

Office of the President K.I.C.C. 13th Fl.  

P.O.Box 53547-00100 Nairobi Kenya 

Tel: +254 20 25 16 44 

Fax: +254 20 25 16 44 

Mobile: 01 22 38 11 87 

Email: gitarimoses@yahoo.co.uk 

Mr. Cedric Nelom 

 

Director 

Office Environmental Monitoring & 

Envorcement 

NIMOS 

Onafhankelijkheidsplein 2 

Paramaribo Suriname 

Tel: +597 52 00 45/520043 

Fax: +597 52 00 42 

Email: cnelom@nimos.org 

 

Ms. Xiang mei Liu 

 

Programme Officer 

Bureau of Environmental Supervision 

State Environmental Protection 

Administration (SEPA) 

No. 115, Xizhimennei Nanxiaojie 

Beijing 10003 People's Republic of China 

Tel: +86 10 66 55 64 52 

Fax: +86 10 66 55 64 54 

Email: xiangmeiliu@sohu.com  

Mr. George Isaac Amoo 

 

National Coordinator 

National Disaser Management Organisation Plot 

3 Brigade East Kanda P.O. Box CT 3994 

Cantonments Accra Ghana 

Tel: +233 21 780221/762593 (hotline 233 21 

780541/ 27600066/ 244330771/ 

202015252/244330772 

Fax: +233 21 772926 

Email: info@nadmo.org ; nadmo@ighmail.com  

  

 



Annex 3 

 

Thematic area 3- Operational aspects of providing and receiving international environmental 

emergency assistance 

 

  

Mr. Bernard Jayet  

   

Programme Officer 

Swiss Agency for Development and 

Cooperation 

 Sägestrasse 77, Köniz 

CH 3003 Bern. 

Switzerland 

Tel: +41 31 323 09 25 

Fax: +41 31 324 1348 

Mobile: +41 78 829 39 42 (SMS in CH only) 

Email: bernard.jayet@deza.admin.ch , 

jayetbernard@bluewin.ch  

 

Ms. Sumita Dixit  

  

Senior Policy Advisor (Natural Disasters) 

Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Response 

Group 

Foreign Affairs and International Trade 

Canada (DFAIT) 

125 Sussex Drive 

K1A 0G2 

Ottawa, Ontario 

Canada 

Tel: +1 613 943 48 63 

Fax: +1 613 943 48 75 

Email: sumita.dixit@international.gc.ca  

 

Mr. Jonathan Kertich  

   

Environmental Health Officer 

Ministry of Health 

Box 30510-00100 

Kenyatta Avenue 

Nairobi 

Kenya 

Tel: +254 21 23 86; +254 722 64 36 97 

Fax: +254 20 21 0 77; +254 20 21 16 60 

Email: jkertich@yahoo.com  

Mr. Sander Van Dijk  

   

Crisis Coordinator 

Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the 

Environment 

P.O. Box ipc 550 

Rijnstraat 8 

2500 BD The Hague 

The Netherlands 

Tel: +31 652 504870 

Fax: +31 70 339 4995 

Mobile: +31 6 52 50 4870 

Email: sander.vandijk@minvrom.nl ,  

dijkvansander@yahoo.com  

 

Ms. Brechtje Paardekooper 

   

Emergency Aid Specialist 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

P.O. Box 20061 

67 Bezuidenhoutseweg 

2500 EB The Hague The Netherlands 

Tel: +31 70 348 6396 

Fax: +31 70 348 4486 

Mobile: +31 65 25 03 287, +316 51607996 

Email: brecht.paardekooper@minbuza.nl 

 

Ms. Esme Dobson 

 

Policy Officer 

European Commission 

Environment Directorate-General 

Avenue de Beaulieu/beaulieulaan 9 

B-1160 Brussels 

Kingdom of Belgium 

Tel: +32 2 295 27 27 

Fax: +32 2 299 03 14 

Email: esme.dobson@ec.europa.eu 

 

Mr. Siegfried Fiedler 

   

Mr. Renan Alfonso Rojas Gutierrez 

  



Fire Safety Engienner 

BASF Aktiengesellschaft 

GUS/FO - Z70 

67056 Ludwigshafen Germany 

Tel: +49 621 60 23303/emergency no. +49 

621 60 43333 

Fax: +49 621 60 92664 

Mobile: +49 172 743 7005 

Email: siegfried.fiedler@basf.com  

 

Executive Director 

Colombian Safety Council  

Carrera 20 No. 39-62 

Bogotá, Republic of Colombia 

Tel: +571 288 63 55 ext. 148 

Fax: +571 288 43 67 

Email: rarojasg@laseguridad.ws ;  

ccs@cisred.com  

Mr. Patrick Kangwa  

   

Head Operations, Logistics and Management 

Disaster Management and Mitigation Unit 

Office of the Vice-President 

PO Box 38963 

25 Tito Road Rhodespark  

10101 Lusaka 

Zambia 

Tel: +260 211 253142; +260 955 77 63 28 

Fax: +260 211 255 725 

Email: patkan77@yahoo.co.uk  

 

Mr. Dave Wright  

   

Director, Environmental Response Team 

United States Environmental Protection 

Agency 

2890 Woodbridge Avenue 

Buiilding 18, MS-101 

08837-3679 

Edison 

New Jersey, United States of America 

Tel: +1 732 321 67 40 

Fax: +1 732 321 67 24 

Email: wright.dave@epa.gov 

 

Mr. Ahmad Ali Al Momani 

   

Assistance of Operation and Training 

Jordan Civil Dfence General Directorate 

PO Box 1050 

Queen Nour 

11110 Amman 

Jordan 

Tel: +962 65 69 32 42 

Fax: +962 65 69 32 42 

Email: train_dpt@cdd.gov.jo  

 

Mr. Richard van Hazebrouck 

  

Senior Management Adviser 

Staff (Office) President THW 

German Federal Agency for Technical Relief  

Provinzialstraße 93 

D 53127 Bonn-Lengsdorf Germany 

Tel: + 49 228 9400 

Mobile: +49 172 9109011 

Fax: +49 228 9401520 

Email: richard.vanhazebrouck@thw.de, 

richard.vanhazebrouck@gmail.com 

 

Mr. Omar Ali Fraihat  

   

Civil Defence Officer 

Field of disaster 

Jordan Civil Defence General Directorate 

PO Box 1050 

Queen Nour 

11110 Amman 

Jordan 

Tel: +962 65 69 32 42 

 

 Joakim Eriksson 

 

Swedish Rescue Services Agency 

Karolinen 

651 80 Karlstad 

Sweden 



 

Annex 4 

 

A special discussion platform on the three thematic areas of the Implementation Group has 

been created on the Virtual OSOCC
1
.  This is a protected web-based platform to facilitate 

decision-making for international response to major disasters though real-time information 

exchange by all actors of the international disaster response community. The Virtual OSOCC 

provides its users with a discussion forum for any area of interest, including information 

exchange on best practice and lessons-learned after disaster response operations. 

 

The AGEE- follow up discussion platform can be accessed through following the next steps: 

 

Step 1: In order to access the Virtual OSOCC, you need a user account and password. Online 

registration for a Virtual OSOCC user account can be requested at:  

http://ocha.unog.ch/virtualosocc/(umyyg32l3bcpybmlkagx2oic)/VOLogin.aspx#_top  

 

Step 2:  Once you have received your username and password, confirm by sending an email 

to the Joint Environment Unit to vanpottelbergh@un.org in order to receive access to the 

private discussion forum on the AGEE-Implementation Group 

 

Step 3:  

• Log in to Virtual OSOCC 

http://ocha.unog.ch/virtualosocc/(umyyg32l3bcpybmlkagx2oic)/VOLogin.aspx 

• Go to the heading of ‘Discussions’ 

• Scroll down to subject ‘Environmental Emergencies’ 

• Access the discussion forum by clicking on Environmental Emergencies (AGEE) 

Implementation Group (private discussion) 

• You can now participate in the discussions, post comments and/or upload documents. 

 

 

• For further information, contact Ms. Gudrun Van Pottelbergh, vanpottelbergh@un.org   

 

 

 

                                                
1
 http://ocha.unog.ch/virtualosocc/(a3gkum45f2guaz45jg0avgew)/VOLogin.aspx#_top 


